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Welcome back! 

We hope you have all had a relaxing and 

fun summer holiday and are looking 

forward to a busy new school year. Our 

role is now sitting at 9 pupils with Katy 

in P2, Miah P3, Euan P4, Harvey P5 and 

Leo, Liam, Patrick Archie & Rylee in P6.   

Mrs MacDonald has taken on her role as 

Acting Head Teacher, but no 

introductions are required as we have all 

worked together for some time now! 

Staffing 

Mrs Barnes-Miller will continue as PSA 

(pupil support assistant) each day from 

9.30am – 1pm. This involves working in 

the class with groups of children and 

with individuals under the guidance of 

Mrs MacDonald & Mrs Ross and 

playground supervision at morning and 

lunch breaks. 

Mrs Hutchison will cover management 

time for Mrs MacDonald. This will 

usually be on alternate Wednesdays & 

every Friday. However there will be 

some alterations to this to cover 

courses and meetings. Mrs Hutchison 

will teach various areas on the 

curriculum in consultation with Mrs 

MacDonald. Mrs Hutchison will teach PE 

so children should always have a suitable 

PE kit with them.  

Mrs Poole will continue to teach Art on 

a Thursday, but due to changes in her 

hours, she will spend 2.5 hours in 

Scourie each week. For the autumn & 

summer terms, this will be on a 

Thursday morning and for the winter & 

spring terms, she will be in Scourie in 

the afternoon. 

Miss Campbell remains as our school 

cook and in the office in afternoons. Ms 

Meek will also be in the office 2 

mornings each week. 

Music tuition will continue with Anne 

Wood (violin) & Sandy Wregg (chanter). 

If any children are interested in 

starting either instrument, please 

contact the school. 

Mrs Muir will be visiting the school this 

term to deliver her Kodaly music 

programme with the younger pupils. She 

is also hoping to work with the older 

pupils as she has done in previous years. 

Mrs Ross remains as our support for 

learning teacher. However, due to 

falling numbers, her hours have been 

drastically cut, resulting in Gail only 

being in Scourie 1 day each term on a 

consultancy basis. This situation is still 

under discussion and we will keep you 

informed of any developments. 

Classroom arrangements 

Over the summer holidays, there was a 

lot of rearranging happening in the 

school. The former purple room has 

been painted green and is now the 

support for learning base to be used by 

Mrs Ross & Mrs Barnes-Miller. P2-6 is in 

the first room off the cloakroom and 



the nursery has moved into the second 

classroom, using this as their main play 

area and their other room for snack 

preparation etc. The former SfL room 

has become an office for Mrs 

MacDonald. Due to all these changes, 

the children will be mainly in the 

cloakroom area during wet break times, 

but this has been cleared out and now 

stores lots of activities & games. The 

upstairs rooms of the former house 

continue to be used as storage areas, 

only accessible by adults. 

Playground arrangements 

Mrs Barnes-Miller will continue to 

supervise break times. However our 

layout of split play areas means that she 

cannot be in all areas at all times, but 

will ensure that she is available for all 

children when they need her help. 

Many of our pupils are very enthusiastic 

about playing football which is great to 

see. The front tarred area is not 

suitable as the ball often goes over the 

wall onto the road or hits school 

windows. Also, the younger children 

arrive at nursery through that 

playground and can get knocked by the 

ball. It is my intention to move football 

to the back grassy play area and to 

supply football goals for the children. 

However, there will have to be some 

conditions for this to be successful. 

Pupils MUST have a change of shoes. 

This could be football boots which they 

leave in school and put on to play 

football. In wet weather, children 

should take a change of trousers with 

them in case of getting muddy. 

Hopefully these arrangements will 

result in pupils being able to play 

football whenever they wish! 

Half day Fridays 

Our weekly hours still allow us to have 2 

half day Fridays per term. These will 

continue to be the 2nd and last Fridays 

of each term.  School lunches will be 

available on these days. Pupils will be 

able to go home at 12.15pm/12.30pm, 

depending on their lunch arrangement. 

For the coming school year, these dates 

are as follows: 

26th August 

7th October 

4th November 

23rd December 

20th January 

31st March 

5th May 

30th June 

 

Holiday dates 

Please find attached a copy of the 

holiday dates for this school year. 

Parents are encouraged to stick to 

these as much as possible. Even if you 

have informed the school that your 

child will be on holiday outwith the 

school holiday period, these absences 

will be recorded as unauthorised as we 

are not allowed to authorise these 

withdrawls. 

Absences 



Continuing on the subject of absences, 

parents & guardians are reminded that 

the school should be informed before 

9.30am if your child is going to be 

absent for the day. This can be a 

phonecall to the school (leave a message 

if there is no reply), or an email to 

aileen.macdonald@highland.gov.uk or a 

text to 07876156144. If we have not 

heard by this time, we are required to 

investigate your child’s absence.  

All absences are recorded, under 

various codes, according to the reason 

for absence. Illnesses & medical 

appointments are recorded as 

authorised, whereas day trips, weddings 

& extended holidays are unauthorised. 

PE kit & Indoor shoes 

As previously mentioned, Mrs Hutchison 

will be teaching PE each week. Pupils 

should have t-shirt, shorts & suitable 

footwear with them. These can be left 

in school and taken home at weekends 

for washing.  

Indoor shoes have been worn by most 

pupils in Scourie for many years now. 

These are especially important during 

the winter months when children often 

get wet and snowy shoes or come to 

school wearing wellie boots. Indoor 

shoes can be anything from plimsolls, 

croc type sandals or slippers.  

School Uniform 

Scourie school uniform is now supplied 

by 

 

Lunch & Snack money 

Miss Campbell would like to remind 

parents that lunch money should be paid 

each Monday for that week’s lunches. 

Snack money can be paid in advance or 

on each day. The current cost of a 

school meal is £2.10 per day. 

Courses 

Mrs MacDonald has signed up for an 

Early Headship course which will involve 

10 days out of school between August & 

December. Mrs Hutchison will cover 

these dates which are as follows: 

17th August 

14th, 19th, 20th September 

3rd, 27th October 

1st, 14th November 

9th, 14th December  

 

 

Pantomime 

 

We have booked a trip to Eden Court to 

the pantomime again this year to see 

Dick Whittington. On Thursday 15th 

Dec, the whole school will travel to 

Inverness. The 4 pre-school nursery 

pupils will also join us. Further details of 

the trip will be issued nearer the time. 

 

After-school activities 

Over the years, we have been able to 

offer a variety of after-school 

activities, but as our parents have 
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changed and our role has fallen, so have 

these activities. I have spoken to Pete 

Tuck, who used to run a very successful 

chess club in the school, about re-

establishing this which he has agreed 

to. Due to his gardening commitments, 

this would be a winter activity, taking 

place from after the October holidays 

until the Easter holidays. A day has yet 

to be decided but this will be done in 

consultation with Pete and the pupils, 

taking into account any other activities 

they attend. Anne will continue with the 

school band at its very small numbers. 

These rehearsals will be at lunchtime on 

Anne’s day. Kathryn has tidied the 

polytunnel and we will have children 

working in it during the school day.   

Activities open to the pupils, but 

outwith school control, include Tony’s 

junior football sessions & Ju-jitsu. I 

would encourage as many children as 

possible to use these opportunities so 

that they remain viable. 

If there are any parents who would be 

interested in running an after-school 

club, please let us know! 


